Exploring Different Handpan Scales: Kurd & Hijaz
Handpans

The beautiful instrument of the exotic-sounding scales handpan is heavily assimilated
by audience intrigues, but the real essence of any such handpan tunes lies in the
scales that provide the handpan its exoticness. Kurd and Hijaz are some of the most
expressive ones as they each carry an emotional and cultural weight of their own. One
can be a practitioner, even a beginner, but these scales allow one to evolve one's
music to the highest degree possible. The present publication focuses on the analysis
of the Kurd and Hijaz handpans and examines the readers by introducing absolutely
different and unique types of handpans containing variations in their scales. Put on
your seat belt, as it will be a thrilling experience unveiling the mysteries of these scales,
which you never knew would improve your skills on the handpan.

Understanding Handpan Scales

Handpan melodies are a unique arrangement of harmonic notes played in a sequence.
Because each scale has a different personality, it is significant to choose the scales you play
carefully according to how you wish to play music. An illustration of this is the Kurd scale, which
is a rather universal and musical-sounding scale that is also quite meditative. Contrarily, Hijaz is
one of the exotic scales handpan possesses, and as such, it is highly emotive and characteristic
of mostly Middle Eastern songs. Knowing the roles that each scale plays helps in making music
that fits perfectly into the emotion or the person that they are trying to entertain.

What is a Handpan Scale?

A Handpan combinative architecture is a mapping of different notes held in a handpan
instrument. Handpan combinative architecture aims at making the playing of the handpan exotic
scales handpan scale easy and conducive to playing. Depending on the scale, a musical
representation is created by evoking certain feelings and soundscapes, where the balancing of
the notes becomes fundamental. Fitting the notes on the scale presents most of the primary
parameters in determining how much an instrument will be able to play and the timbral aspects
of the instrument itself. Most scales were made by adapting conventional sounds, such as a
scale called the Dorian or a Pygmy, etc. And other types of scales can be combined with other
scales. But this unique tuning renders the instrument available not only for modification but also
for creative play, which makes it interesting surfacing under the sound in a recognizably rare
handpan tunes.
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Overview of Different Handpan Scales

Handpan scales intend to bring out different emotions. They fill one with creativity and
seamlessly link to any kind of music preferred. These scales are divided into two groups, the
major and the minor, and each of them establishes a particular ambience. The major scales,
especially the D major or the C major, are more cheerful and warmer in sound. Minor scales,
including the C major side a British nation destroyed and otherances such as the Celtic Minor
are more melancholy and secretive in nature and are often used for creating meditative or film
music.

Every handpan instrument- it's almost like a piano, and each comes with a different tuning and
layout, 7 to 9 notes on the outer side of a central ding note. The D Minor Kurd scale happens to
be a viewer's favourite, simply because there is a perfect balance between the simplicity and
complexity of the scale parts, making it suitable for use at different musical levels. The Integral
scale, useful in ambient or meditative occasions, is unique because it mixes the bright and the
low notes to provide just the right amount of meditative or self-examination.

There are minor modes, among them the Pygmy mode and Amara mode, which are targeted at
those who prefer experimental and non-traditional styles. Pygmy mode is based on genuine,
‘earthy' sounds, using the set of pentatonic patterns, whereas Amara mode is directed more
towards understanding the expressive side of music making, the melancholic side. There are
many scales to choose from, which means that different emotional or narrative structures
require different tunings, and, in principio, one cannot play one piece in two different ways.

The character of the scales, as well as the musical elements alongside them, suggests that
there are multiple-layered natures of these instruments. Hence, they are essential for an artist's
practice in varied musical forms such as street performances or recording studios.

Importance of Choosing the Right Scale

For me, as a creator of art in the form of music, it is of utmost importance to find an appropriate
pitch when playing a handpan. | liken it to a base on which the emotions and the tone of my
music are built. Every pitch presents a narrative, minor pitches build a contemplative sadness;
unlike major ones with optimistic, energetic tones. When choosing a scale, | imagine the picture
| want to paint and the ceuvre | wish my listeners to be in. Such acts regulate not only the form
but also the extent to which my sound is perceived and appreciated by the audience.

My way to find the best possible scale is similar to testing and thinking because | consider the
area where and the way in which | am going to play an exotic scale handpan — in a relaxing
atmosphere, on stage, or in a studio. There are some scales that are usually better for some
types of environments, and so matching the scale to the environment would enhance the
realism and effectiveness of the sound. | also consider how long | have been a player and how
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many things | would like to do with the handpan. Before acquiring an understanding of how the
handpan works, some of these scales might be easier to manipulate than others, but with
experience, those other rare handpan tunes are available, pushing the creative boundary
further.

Eventually, picking the appropriate range of scale is beyond technical—it is artistic. It turns out to
be a conversation with an instrument where | play a certain note while searching through the
notes and chords associated with that note for a melody that my soul wishes to express. The
relationship between the scale and the purpose of the music is what makes my music really
grow and develop, and enrich any performance and composition that | do.

Kurd Scale in Handpan Music

The Kurd scale is one of the most versatile and widely used variations of the exotic scales
handpan and is well known for its harmonic and balanced sound. It has a minor essence that
evokes emotions, leading to inner peace and saturation, making it a very good fit for relaxing
songs or meditative music. Typically played in a way that begging players can pick up on
quickly, it also invites spontaneous playing and melodic creativity as well. It is a versatile
handpan scale that can be easily incorporated in any style of music, be it soothing the mind or a
live jam session.

Characteristics of the Kurd Scale
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Popular Handpan Tunes using the Kurd Scale

The use of the Kurd scale is preferred by many master-handpancraft songwriters for the exotic
scales handpan's resulting peaceful and self-reflective state of mind. There are many examples
of works that explore this fascinating and aesthetically pleasing palette of sounds with different
extraordinary bands of melodies presented. For example, let's take a piece called "Celestial
Journey" or "Echoes of Serenity"; these tunes are loved by people for their calming and
soothing effects. It is common to come across such works that contain mostly minor tonality with
nice modulations characteristic of the Kurd scale, as they produce motivation and force without
being too aggressive.

Notable Kurd Scale Compositions:

¢ "Celestial Journey" - Known for calming and soothing effects

¢ "Echoes of Serenity" - Popular for meditative qualities

¢ "Waves of Solace" - Admired for rhythm and harmony balance

e "Silent Horizon" - Creates atmospheric and relaxation-focused soundscapes

When observing performance trends among skilled handpan players, these compositions are
frequently adapted to explore new phrasings or rhythmic variations, demonstrating the scale's
adaptability to creative improvisation. By incorporating distinctive timing shifts and resonant
embellishments, these tunes continue to showcase how the Kurd scale inspires innovation in
contemporary handpan music.

How to Choose a Kurd Scale for Your Handpan

Choosing the right exotic scale for a particular piece in the handpan is a rather broad and
subjective exercise. As far as the Kurd scale is concerned, | am one of those people who tend
to think about and plan how | will make the listener feel before the making process begins. The
Kurdish scale is such that it can be used in different tunes that can be said to be sad, peaceful,
and even uniquely artistic. | find myself more inclined towards a cool and peaceful Type of
music using the Kurdish mode, particularly the D Kurd and C Kurd scales. The set of pitches
promoted by the use of the mentioned scales inspires contemplation and tranquility to the
performer, which is great for meditative or highly emotional performances.

The last thing I'll do is to think about what kind of music I'll be playing and in what situation. I'll
go for a Kurd scale with a layout that favors improvisation and playing dynamics. It is more of a
'keyboard' approach, where the hands move more naturally in and out of the chords and licks. |
will also assess the hand-worth of the handpan because more gaps mean more comparison
revolts, while less means less. And after all, it's how | would love to be heard — alone, with other
instruments, or simply in an ambient concert.
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| think that it would also be ideal to test and play different kurd handpans to see for yourself why
| prefer such exotic scales. It is very difficult to compare the sound of different instruments
because each has its own distinct voice. This assists in ensuring that the scale is matched with
not only the musical goals but also the composer themselves and his instrumental technique. In
the end, it is the right Kurd scale — one that touches your heart and soul over and over again as
you play it.

Hijaz Scale and Its Unique Features

The traditional blend of exotic scales handpan offers an outstanding oud sound as well as many
other string instruments common in Arabic music. Due to the advanced playing method that
requires striking a few notes at once with both hands, such handpans are best to practicing rare
handpan tunes that require back high dynamic range. This leaves most of the audience,
including the performers, satisfied with the results. Sound therapy, amongst other applications
and uses of handpans, makes them special and interesting musical instruments.

Exploring the Hijaz Scale

The Hijaz scale is a popular one that is native to the Middle Eastern music; You would definitely
recognize the unique sound it generates. Its eerie and emotional disposition is enhanced further
by the exotic scales the handpan derives from it. The Hijaz is one such scale that contains
muscles in different positions with a semitone and an augmented pitch, thus creating a sense of
tension and release in music. The Hijaz scale incorporates structural elements of harmonic
minor scales with deviations made by sharpening intervals aimed towards expression change.

Example Scale Pattern: Consider the key of D, as the Hijaz Scale is played in D, E flat, F
sharp, G, A, B flat, C, and back to D. Such a setup brings forth the fascinating aspect of music
that engages emotions, be it a deep longing or loud happiness.

The scale is, however, associated with traditional Arabic ensemble, but it is highly used in
flamenco and jazz music, also in the newer film soundtracks, because of its widespread
acceptance by different cultures. The melodies based on the Hijaz scale, which is said to be
one of the exotic scales in the world, can be more beautifully used by musicians when their art
is combined with other instruments. Learning this scale, as well as practicing with it, can bear
fruit in generating musical ideas, but also observing the world of music and its forms
encourages perspectives and new understanding of it.

Rare Handpan Tunes in the Hijaz Scale

The Hijaz scale is well-suited to the performance of exotic scales handpan owing to its place
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within the exotic world and its sound, which is rather rare. It is not uncommon for musicians to
incorporate steel drums into their play, inspiring them to experiment with the combination of this
instrument and say the flute or the guitar, or better still, even the synthesizer. Gusts of wind
played as artistic pieces of music using Er'ko (Er'koske) consonants are all 'new' to those who
know about this scale. Every musical genre and technique has its distinctive taste, which is
exploited by the right crooners for both compositions performed on stage and recorded on
audio. Such extensions, besides being appreciated by the audience, also sound like
improvements for transforming the handpan within different genres of music.

Choosing the Right Handpan for Hijaz Scale

Key Considerations for Hijaz Scale Handpans:

Material Quality: Use of Nitrated steel for durability and sustained resonance
Sound Balance: Proper weighting of darker and brighter tonal elements
Craftsmanship: Professional construction to avoid extraneous noises
Tuning Precision: Specialized hijaz-tuned handpans for authentic sound

If you want to buy a handpan in hijaz scale, then there are a lot of factors that you should put
into consideration, such as tonal sound quality, the making of the handpan, and its ability to fit
such exotic scales. The exotic scales handpan gives a unique sound which is from the Middle
East and therefore requires such a handpan which has been crafted out in a way to enhance its
ornaments and engagement.

The skill of the crafter is very important in this context as well, since proficient handpan
musicians will make a handpan that doesn't have any extraneous noises and is quite durable.
Therefore, go for those brands and producers that destroy the reputation of their competitors in
handpan production, in relation to exotic scales of the handpan music, such as Hijaz. Note
Taking that a good handpan does not come cheap, it is always wise to shop around for the
instrument that harbors your rare handpan tunes, just as you had envisioned.

Dorian Scale: A Blend of Minor and
Major

The incorporation of exotic scales in handpan music added an extra essence to the art of
handpans, making it more melodious, and rare handpan tunes could be composed with respect
to different scales on the handpan. Such inclusion and the art of playing two different scales on
two sides of a handpan defy the ordinary same same-looking sound bases of different scales.
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Understanding the Dorian Scale

One of the most compelling modes in the realm of music is the Dorian scale because it has both
elements of a major and a minor but performs in between. It is this subtle simplicity found in the
second mode of the major scale, whereby it sounds distinct due to its one major sixth over a
minor third. This is colorful, and this kind of modal scale is applicable in many genres such as
jazz, folk music, or even modern music on a handpan instrument.

Scale Structure: The Dorian mode is organized in steps H-W-H-W-W-H-W, which separates it
from an ordinary minor scale with a higher sixth note. For example, when playing in D Dorian,
the pitch class D is followed by E, F, G, A, B, and C, with B reflecting that exotic scales'
handpan rarity.

Musically, the Dorian scale is lauded for both flexibility and emotional range. When used in
handpan music, it reveals wonderful potential, which offers compositions that are soothing on
the one hand and lively on the other. Due to its harmonic flexibility, handpan players can
navigate around scales that scale high on calmness yet warmth and shockingly infuse
performances with extremely emotionally powerful dynamics. That is why Dorian is a favorite for
many artists who appreciate singing and writing simple but still melodic music.

Popular Handpan Tunes Featuring the Dorian Scale

In my experience, some of the exotic scales used in the handpan that | found most interesting
are those with the Dorian mode in them since they condition calmness and aggressiveness as
synchronous. One example that comes to mind is "The Wanderer", a piece that exploits the
emotional quality of the scale very well by integrating airy tunes as well as soft yet complex
beats. | found this tune quite distinct and appreciated it for this particular quality, as it embodied
the spirit of adventure and the pursuit of things unknown to both the performers and the
audience.

"The Wanderer"

Exploits emotional quality with airy tunes and complex beats, embodying adventure and the pursuit of the
unknown.

"Echoes of the Horizon"

Combines Dorian scale benefits with rhythmic effects, creating delusory sounds with passionate
explosions.
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Comparing Dorian with Other Scales

Dorian Elevated sixth degree, Meditative yet Jazz, folk, modern
between major and rejuvenating handpan music
minor
Natural Minor Standard minor scale  Darker, melancholic Classical, sad
(Aeolian) structure compositions
Mixolydian Dominant flavor with Defined dominant Blues, rock, Celtic
relaxation hints character music

Using data from recent studies of music genres, it may be observed that the Dorian mode is
commonly used in the majority of musical works where the complexity of music and its poetic
meaning are somewhat stressed. For example, it is frequently used in compositions for the
handpan, making it one of the more commonly used exotic scales, given its flexibility in handpan
music and its allowance for both calming and energetic passages. 'Dorian' manages to push
minor scales to their full potential while allowing for some uplifting moments. As a result, the
scale has been used time and time again as a refreshing mode of expression beyond the usage
of the existing stereotypical modes known.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQS)

? What are the popular handpan scales?

The pentatonic scale, the dorian scale, and the phrygian dominant scale are arguably the most
popular scales for a handpan instrument. Every scale has its own customized sound and
feelings that it evokes and that you can use in your playing. One of the most frequent scales is
the pentatonic scale, and not without reason. There are also exotic scales in styles such as
Akebono, where the sound is more retrospective and, in some senses, magical and alluring. Or
whatever, let us go all superficial and look for some of the most unique scales that are best
suited for you.

? How do | choose the right handpan scale?

8/10



Different rationales are applicable when considering exotic scales for handpan in terms of size,
one of which is the genre of music. Each mood impacts performance in playing the right scale
because one can easily associate a particular mood with a certain playing scale. Say, the
Dorian scale has a mesmerizing and calming nature, which is why it sounds better in meditative
songs. Further, the scale degree and the order of the notes in any given scale are how a scale
affects the manner of play. Try out various scales and see which is the most fitting one for you.

? What are the characteristics of the exotic scale in the
handpan?

The fantastic sequences contained in a handpan's exotic scale are what make the amazing
sounds produced from a specific scale. These scales are not very common, but they are very
emotional and are capable of taking the audience into different dimensions. These exotic scales
handpan enhance the body of your music as the Kurd scale or the pygmy scale cause
impressions to the listeners. Considering their progressive nature, these scales make advanced
players enjoy venturing into new musical horizons. It is through practicing these kinds of scales
that one's improvisation is improved, as well as the range of music one performs.

? Are there minor and major scales in handpan music?

Yes, handpan music features both major and minor scales, which significantly influence the
mood and feel of a piece. The major scale is often bright and uplifting, while the minor scale can
evoke feelings of melancholy or introspection. Understanding the nature of the scale, including
the root note and the specific notes that comprise it, is crucial for effective playing. Popular
scale variations within these categories can also be found, making it essential to explore various
scales to find the one that aligns with your musical style. Each scale offers a different
perspective on composition and improvisation.

? What are some common scales used in handpan music?

Among the customary scales employed in handpan music are the pentatonic scale, the dorian
scale, and other exotic scales that result in interesting notes. The pentatonic scale is quite easy
to work with and is very flexible; hence, learning this tonality doesn't deter anyone, including
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beginners. However, if you want to spice up your performance a bit, the Dorian Scale can be
very helpful as well since it has a nice bouncy effect. More so, Phrygian and Kurdish scales
present further possibilities for those who seek rare handpan tunes. Every scale will have
guidelines and principles to follow while testing a new scale in music.
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