
Best Handpan Drum: Guide to Handpans, Hang Drum &
Handpan Makers

The highly sought-after handpan instrument, due to its ethereal tones and
captivating resonances, has been raised to such a status by musicians and

aficionados. Whether you are a seasoned player or merely an interested
beginner, trying to understand handpans and hang drums may feel daunting

because every maker has their own design and sound.

Welcome to the World of Handpans

This guide will serve as a helpful reference to navigate through it. We shall go through the
various facets of this special kind of percussion, from the history of how the handpan came
about to how to confidently put together the best instruments your hands and heart desire.

You will be armed after journeying through this article with everything you need to know to
select a handpan with confidence and gain a newer, deeper appreciation for its harmonious
charisma.

Understanding Handpans

Handpans are more than just musical instruments; they are windows to a myriad of voluptuous
sounds and emotions. Their ethereal qualities and enticing resonance have been capturing the
allure of musicians, aficionados, and listeners alike.

This article is your complete guide to understanding the art and science behind these unique
percussion instruments. Whether a curious novice or an experienced player striving to settle on
some finer points of knowledge, this exploration will journey deep into their inception, whatever
creates magical soundscapes, and the practicalities of choosing the ideal handpan for your
musical path.
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Unlock the wonder of the handpans-a wonder that could be key to enhancing your appreciation
of music, creativity, and connecting.

What is a Handpan?

A handpan is a beautiful percussion instrument made of metal and famous for its enigmatic,
ethereal sound. It consists of a convex-shaped steel shell with tuned notes arranged carefully
around a central tone field to allow melodic and harmonic expression.

The handpan appeared in the early 2000s and is usually noted along with the steel drum or
hang drum, though structurally and sonically, they are different. Its design encourages intuitive
play and can even be played by a beginner.

Whether for meditation or therapy, or demanding performances, the handpan combines
craftsmen's artistic touch with artistry, resonating deeply with both the performer and the
listener.

 

History and Evolution of the Handpan Drum

Origins in Switzerland

The handpan is an extraordinary reminder of the more recent instruments and is undergoing
much evolutionary development. The Hang is an incarnation created in the 2000s, when it was
created by Felix Rohner and Sabina Schärer in Switzerland. It was traditionally viewed as a
single percussion instrument inspired by the steel pan from Trinidad, incorporating features from
other instruments such as the gong, gamelan, and Indian ghatam.

This revolutionary design has provided the basis for what is now considered a universal
phenomenon. Many artisans have worked over the years to evolve the design and improve
elements such as tonal quality, resistance, and versatility.

Early handpans were only produced in limited numbers and were one of the rarest instruments
sought after by musicians. However, with increasing levels of demand, several makers located
in different regions began making their own versions, adding to the accessible production and
creative dispersion of the instrument.
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Modern Evolution

These days, handpans are well-known for artisanal precision. Each instrument is meticulously
tuned for the richest harmonic resonance. Modern-day methods are being used alongside
traditional handpan craftsmanship, where superior instruments are made using acoustic
analysis.

Meditative sounds attract musicians and therapists, as well as yogis and wellness practitioners,
longing for instruments that resonate with calm and emotional bonding. With each territory
touched, this uniquely glorious instrument continues landscaping: the interstice between history,
art, and sound exploration.

Disparities Between Handpan and Steel Tongue Drum

Aspect Handpan Steel Tongue Drum
Construction Two metal shells that are

convex, upper shell has
central tone or 'ding'

surrounded by outer tone
fields

Single metal shell with
tongues laser-cut or hand-

carved

Sound Quality Rare mix of clarity and
resonance, ideal for

meditative/ambient music

Soft, harmonious, and bell-like
sound

Tuning Depends on hammering and
tuning metal for exact tones

More freedom through
adjusting tongue cutouts or

magnetic adjusters
Price & Accessibility Highly specialized,

handcrafted, more expensive
Generally lighter, more

affordable
Playing Technique Played with hands and fingers,

wide dynamic spectrum
Can be played with mallets or

hands, easier for non-
percussionists

Applications

Handpan: Highly preferred for professional applications Steel Tongue Drum: Usually used for
personal relaxation, mindfulness, or small gatherings due to ease of use
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Each instrument finds its place quite nicely, though. Thus, these factors contribute to an entirely
different dimension the player can set off on, depending on his/her feelings, skill level, or the
ambience to be created.

Choosing the Right Handpan

Three Key Aspects to Consider

1 
Sound: Clear, strong tone with well-balanced harmonics. To taste one yourself or listen
by way of recorded sounds of the scales, and go with the one that sounds right to your
ears.

2 
Material: Good handpans are usually made of steel or nitrided steel to preserve the
sound and ensure durability. Top consideration is given to smooth finishing and
correctness of tuning.

3 
Scale Options: Pick one that fits the track you want to lay down, for example, major for
happy tunes, and minor for sad tunes.

Trying out different models and talking to the inspired players or reputable makers will help you
ascertain which is best suited to your needs.

What to Consider When Choosing a Handpan

Scales & Musical Atmosphere

The atmosphere and emotional undertone truly vary among the different handpan scales: D minor, C
major, or Celtic, for example.

Major scales: Preferred by beginners for happy and consonant nature
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Minor/exotic scales: Advanced players prefer for involved and introspective soundscapes

Artistry & Materials

Handpans of good reputation are handmade by master artisans in solid nitrier steels that give the
best resonance and durability. Check on their fine-tuning that all notes harmonize and please.

Size & Weight

Important considerations for traveling or set performances:

Smaller handpans: Easier to carry but fewer notes
Larger handpans: Wider palette of tones for mature players

Price Considerations

Price varies widely. The best handpans by famous makers are expensive but durable. Cheaper
alternatives suitable for amateurs or beginners are available.

 

With all these factors considered, the final call will be made with the utmost confidence and
objectively, so that the player may actually come to accept the musical side of the handpan and
his own life.

The Basics of Handpan Construction and Sound Design

The making process and sound design of handpans are among the major criteria when
choosing the perfect instrument. Construction of handpans is very precise, generally
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from nitrided steel or stainless steel, whose properties in terms of vibrations,
resonance, and sound tone are important.

Each handpan has a dome-shaped top and a flat-bottom side containing the central note called
"ding" and a collection of tone fields laid out in a certain scale. These have all been finely tuned
by hand to bring forth the classic ethereal sounds.

Sound Quality Indicators

When deciding upon handpans, the soundscapes matter. Notes should blend in harmonious
tones without any complaining buzz or unattractive overtone. Scale arrangements matter-
deserving such well-used scales as D Kurd and Celtic Minor, especially beginner-friendly and
versatile, extending an appeal to those on the borderline of meditative or experimental music.

Coupled with data points such as growing preference for stainless steel in view of resistance
toward corrosion, your acquisition is assured of marrying top craftsmanship and practicability for
longevity.

Notes and Scales: The Basics of Handpan Tunings

Handpan tunings have been purpose-built to evoke atmospheres and moods, which constitute
the most difficult attributes to impose upon such an instrument. A handpan revolves around one
note, the ding, and the rest consist of the notes of a scale.

Major Scales

Usually sounds happy and uplifting

Minor Scales

Sounds introspective and somewhat sad
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Pentatonic Scales

Very flexible and agreeable, especially for beginners

 

Scale Design Philosophy

The scales were taught so as not to create any dissonance, hence the player always feels that it
is very easy to create good melodies. A typical handpan has about 7 to 9 notes around the ding,
all tuned to each other.

Some of the advanced types may have some extra notes to increase the possibilities.

Knowledge of scales when buying a handpan will allow one to select an instrument that suits
her/his style of playing. This would surely be very important for any artist with even a slight
interest in sharing his/her experiences with others, since the choice of scale greatly influences
the general mood of the music and consequently how other instruments will fit into it.

Top Handpan Makers

PANArt

Building on their decades of mastery and innovation, PANArt is credited with being the founder

of the handpan art. The exquisite sounds of their instruments are highly sought after.
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Halo Pantheon Steel

The handpans constitute one of the professionals' favorites as they were acclaimed for

durability, richness in tone, and consistency.

Handpan Sound Sculpture (HANS)

This maker is known for making instruments with great resonance and with many different

scales to fit different playing styles.

Yishama Pantam

These handpans are extremely precise and artistic, so they are revered for their deep tones and

brilliance of construction.

Ayasa Handpans

Known for very comfortable prices and sounds, Ayasa is very attractive to musicians at all

levels.

 

These makers represent some of the favorite nooks of integral sound and craft quality. Included
are PANArt, Handpan Sound Sculptures (HANS), and the Yishama Pantam brand.
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Selecting the Best Handpan for Your Needs

Selecting the perfect handpan depends on several factors: quality of sound production,
scaling possibilities, and price range. These key differences between makers of
handpans set them apart in terms of playing styles and skill levels.

Professional Level

PANArt's sounds are known for their resolve and durability and are favored by professional
players

Beginner Friendly

Ayasa Handpans are considered more affordable and thus attractive to beginners getting
introduced to the world of handpans

 

Key Quality Factors

Tonal Qualities & Resonance: High-quality handpans aim at nitrided or stainless steel,
offering very good wear resistance and resistance to climatic conditions.
Scale Variety: Some brands focus on providing a wide array of scales so that a player
will easily find the instrument that best suits his or her type of music, be it meditative,
percussive, or melodic.
Craftsmanship: The handmade or artisan instruments usually provide richer tones and
greater looks—merging the art of sound with visual elegance.

Think these through to match your needs and goals as a musician.
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Artisanship and Quality in Handpan Making

Making handpans is a craft that demands complete precision and patience, coupled
with thorough knowledge of the materials used and the acoustic science involved.

Traditional Craftsmanship

These talented craftsmen mold and temper steel of the finest quality to engrain life and
character in that one-of-a-kind instrument with resonance. Traditionally, the steel would be
hammered manually to yield a sort of convex shape; the tone fields would then be very finely
tuned so they would emit slightly differing audible notes with each note blinking their pure single
tone and thereby resonating in these very beautiful harmonies with one another.

Modern Materials

With modern materials science, a host of options are now available for selection as per the craft's
requirement: A nitrided steel might be preferred because of its durability and retention of tone.
Stainless steel is also sometimes chosen for a similar reason.

 

Quality Control Process

The highest-grade handpans go through an intense quality control stage involving resonance
tests and master craftsmen putting them through their paces to ensure ongoing quality and
consistency. These are so that any player will always have an instrument crafted to the highest
quality and therefore enrich their playing experience.
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Spotlight on Notable Handpan Brands

When thinking of a handpan, considering the attributes that define renowned makers helps the
player in identifying and selecting an instrument that suits his or her needs and preferences.
Among the leaders in the industry, certain brands stand apart due to the nature of their
workmanship, the scope of their innovation, and their focus on the making of fine art handpans.

State-of-the-Art Tuning

Some companies are recognized for applying their own state-of-the-art tuning methods to ensure an
exact tonal harmony and perfect resonance.

Sustainability Focus

Others promote sustainability, using eco-conscious materials while guaranteeing great sound quality.

Customization Options

Some of the best brands also offer instrument customization options, allowing players to select
scales, finishes, and either all or partial engravings to make the instrument their own.

 

All these choices focus the player further on the musical experience and highlight their
investment in a completely hand-crafted handpan, one of the major defining factors for the very
best handpan makers internationally.

Handpan Music and Its Impact

Handpan sound has profound effects on the player and the listener. The calming and
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melodic gliding notes calm and reduce stress, thus setting an ambiance for meditation
and are most favored in yoga and sound-healing realms.

The singular-sounding gliding notes stir deeply from within emotional expressions and pure
concentration, ushering in a state of creativity and mindfulness. It is a lot of fun just watching
handpan performances as the shows ensnare the audience with a shared bringing-together
experience for the people.

The Influence of Handpan Music on Relaxation and Meditation

"For me, the calming music of a handpan had always served therapeutic ends in my

practices of relaxation and meditation. The sparse resonant tones from this handpan

create a realm that magically allows me to disengage from mundane distractions

and attend to my inner self."

"These calming vibrations somehow work in tandem with my breath and heartbeat

toward attracting calmness. The handpan's sound textures nurture in me present-

moment awareness from where tension and stress can dissolve."

"Often, those rare tones from the handpan serve as an anchor while my transient

thoughts try to sail away during meditation. Every single note of mine has to be a

loving gesture, gradually escorting me into a deeper realization of self."

"There are days laden with the chill air of rebirth when I just head over and give

away, and there are days when the sound lifts me and refreshes my mind. The

handpan is a deep trance for the soul, nurturing clarity of thought and well-being of

the heart."

 

Exploring Popular Handpan Music Genres
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The handpan produces awesomely diverse genres that showcase its versatility and its rare tonal
resonance. Ambient and meditative soundtracks to world and fusion music, it fits into any kind of
music, bringing in rich textures for the listener to engage with.

Ambient & Meditative

Usually features slow and cascading melodies that relax the mind; thus, they are popular in yoga and
meditation classes and healing sessions.

World & Fusion

Faster-paced percussion-sanctioned compositions add splash and flair to world music gigs and
festivals.

Electronic Fusion

Several fusion genres arose as handpan players experimented with electronic music, blending
organic tones with synthetic beats and effects.

Chillout & Downtempo

A modern approach that nurtured the growth of chillout and downtempo, which stand tall in new age
music.

 

Whether setting a chill ambiance or livening up a show, these styles aggrandize so beautiful an
instrument cherished by various hands across borders, fulcruming the cerulean cross of the

handpan between ageless and present-day music forms.
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Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

What are the best handpan brands available today?

Some of the best handpan makers include Panart, RAV Vast, and Aura Handpan. They pride

themselves on exceptional build quality and sound quality. On the question of what constitutes

the best handpan, multiple styles of playing must be explored and compared with the different

notes or scales offered by their brands.

How do I choose the right handpan for my needs?

In choosing the perfect handpan, the deciding elements will, for the most part, include the type

of handpan, or even the number of notes, and the pitch you want. Some might feel that the 8- or

10-note models are easier to get along with and play for beginners. Sound quality has also to be

considered, and whether we are being melodious in Amara or strainlessly complex in the Celtic

minor scale.

What is the quality of a handpan, and how does it affect
performance?

The making of handpans depends upon the quality of craftsmanship, materials, and tuning. The

best-quality handpans, made of stainless steel or nitrided steel, will maintain their durability and

sound characteristics in typical use. The overtones and timbre should always be well-

pronounced so that the instrument becomes a joy to play and listen to, thereby positively

affecting any piece of music.

Are there options for beginner handpan players?
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Many manufacturers are offering affordable and simple-to-play beginner series of handpans.

These handpans usually have a more simplified setting, since they contain fewer notes and are

considered good for starters. Brands such as RAV Vast have a series specifically for beginners

so that they may build their skills with no hindrances.

Can I buy a second-hand handpan, and what should I consider?

Buying a second-hand handpan can be a great way of saving money, but it is critical to survey

the instrument's condition. Look for wear and tear, see if it has been tuned incorrectly, and listen

to its sound quality. The best way to make sure one is going to buy a quality handpan would be

to purchase it from trusted handpan manufacturers or from a platform that specializes in the

sale of handpans.

What are the different types of handpans available?

Handpans are made in many different categories, depending on the scale used- Ake Bono and

Kurd-type ones. Each type gives a unique set of notes and tone characteristics preferred by

musicians. There are, of course, brands making different kinds of handpans, such as the

historical steel pan or the steel tongue drum for a modern twist, just to add to the variety of

instruments available for purveyors.

 

Your Journey into the World of Handpans
Begins
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With this comprehensive guide, you now have the knowledge to make an informed

decision about choosing the perfect handpan for your musical journey. Whether you're

seeking meditation, creative expression, or professional performance, the right

handpan awaits to unlock your musical potential.
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