
Martin D28 Acoustic Guitar: Is the High Price Worth It? A
Comprehensive Review

The Martin D28 is a guitar that needs no introduction. For decades, it has been the guitar of
choice for countless musicians, from bluegrass legends to contemporary singer-songwriters. Its
reputation for exceptional tone and craftsmanship has made it one of the most coveted
instruments in the world of acoustic guitars. However, with a price tag that can be prohibitively
high for many, some may wonder if the Martin D28 is truly worth the investment. In this review,
we will explore the features and qualities of the Martin D28 to determine whether the high price
is justified.

 

Features of the Martin D28

The Martin D28 is a classic dreadnought acoustic guitar with a number of standout features that
contribute to its exceptional sound and playability. The guitar's body is crafted from a solid Sitka
spruce top, which provides a bright and balanced tone, and solid East Indian rosewood back
and sides, which offer warm and rich overtones.

The guitar's mahogany neck is carved to a modified low oval profile and topped with a high-
quality ebony fingerboard, which provides excellent playability and response. The fingerboard
features 20 frets and a 25.4" scale length, making it a comfortable and versatile instrument for a
range of playing styles.

The Martin D28 also features scalloped X-bracing, a traditional construction technique that
provides greater flexibility and resonance in the guitar's top, resulting in a more dynamic and
expressive sound. The guitar's bridge and fretboard are made from high-quality ebony, which
enhances the instrument's tonal qualities and provides a smooth and comfortable playing
surface.

Other notable features of the Martin D28 include a bone nut and saddle, which provide excellent
sustain and resonance, and high-quality tuners that ensure the guitar stays in tune for longer
periods of time. The guitar's overall construction is of the highest quality, with a hand-fitted
dovetail neck joint and hand-shaped top and bracing.

In summary, the Martin D28's features combine to create a guitar that is both beautiful to look at
and exceptional to play, with a sound that is rich, full, and balanced.

 

Sound Quality

The Martin D28 is renowned for its exceptional sound quality, which is considered by many to
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be the standard by which all other acoustic guitars are measured. The guitar's sound is
characterized by its rich and balanced tone, with a strong bass, clear midrange, and shimmering
treble.

The solid Sitka spruce top of the D28 contributes to its bright and clear sound, while the solid
East Indian rosewood back and sides add warmth and depth to the guitar's tone. The use of
high-quality tonewoods in the construction of the D28 ensures that the guitar produces a clear
and articulate sound across all ranges.

One of the key features of the Martin D28 is its versatility. The guitar is highly responsive to
different playing styles, making it a favorite among a range of genres, from bluegrass to folk to
rock. The guitar's dreadnought body shape contributes to its full and resonant sound, which is
particularly well-suited to strumming and flatpicking styles.

Overall, the sound quality of the Martin D28 is exceptional, and it's not hard to see why the
guitar has earned its reputation as a classic instrument that delivers a superior tone.

 

Craftsmanship and Build Quality

The Martin D28 is renowned for its exceptional craftsmanship and build quality, which is evident
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in every detail of the guitar. Each D28 is handcrafted in the USA by skilled luthiers who use high-
quality materials and traditional construction techniques to create a guitar that is both beautiful
and functional.

One of the standout features of the D28's construction is its scalloped X-bracing. This bracing
pattern enhances the guitar's tone by allowing the top to vibrate more freely while maintaining
stability and strength. The bracing is also strategically placed to provide the perfect balance
between bass and treble.

The D28 also features a solid Sitka spruce top, solid East Indian rosewood back and sides, and
a mahogany neck. These materials are carefully selected for their tonal qualities and durability,
ensuring that the guitar will sound and play beautifully for years to come.

The attention to detail and quality control measures taken during the manufacturing process are
also notable. Each D28 is thoroughly inspected and tested to ensure that it meets Martin's
rigorous standards for sound quality, playability, and overall excellence. This commitment to
quality is one of the reasons why Martin guitars are considered among the best in the world.

Overall, the craftsmanship and build quality of the Martin D28 are exceptional and are a
testament to the company's dedication to creating guitars that are both beautiful and functional.
Whether you're a professional musician or a serious hobbyist, the Martin D28 is a guitar that
you can rely on for years of exceptional performance.

 

Value for Money

The Martin D28 is undeniably a high-end guitar that comes with a premium price tag, which may
be prohibitive for some buyers. However, when it comes to the quality of the guitar and its
sound, the D28 is truly unmatched. Its superior craftsmanship, materials, and construction
techniques all contribute to the guitar's exceptional sound quality and playability.

For serious musicians and collectors who are willing to invest in a high-quality instrument, the
Martin D28 is definitely worth considering. The guitar's high resale value and durability also
make it a wise long-term investment. While some may see the price as steep, the value for
money that the D28 provides is reflected in its superior tone and build quality.

It's important to note that there are certainly other guitars available at a lower price point that
may offer similar features and sound quality to the D28. However, if you're looking for a guitar
that truly stands out in terms of craftsmanship and tonal quality, the Martin D28 is definitely
worth the investment.

 

Alternatives to the Martin D28
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While the Martin D28 is a high-quality guitar, its premium price tag may be prohibitive for some
musicians. Fortunately, there are a number of alternative options available that offer similar
features and sound quality at a lower price point. Here are a few options to consider:

1. Martin D-18: The Martin D-18 is a classic acoustic guitar that offers many of the same
features and characteristics as the D28. It features a solid Sitka spruce top, mahogany
back and sides, and a slim mahogany neck. The D-18 has a slightly warmer tone than
the D28, but is still capable of producing a full and resonant sound.

2. Taylor 314ce: The Taylor 314ce is a high-end acoustic guitar that offers exceptional
sound quality and craftsmanship. It features a solid Sitka spruce top, Sapele back and
sides, and a slim mahogany neck. The 314ce has a bright and articulate sound that is
well-suited for fingerpicking and other intricate playing styles.

3. Gibson J-45: The Gibson J-45 is an iconic acoustic guitar that has been a favorite
among musicians for decades. It features a solid Sitka spruce top, mahogany back and
sides, and a mahogany neck. The J-45 has a warm and mellow tone that is well-suited
for blues, folk, and other genres.

4. Yamaha FG830: The Yamaha FG830 is an affordable acoustic guitar that offers
excellent value for money. It features a solid Sitka spruce top, rosewood back and sides,
and a nato neck. The FG830 has a bright and clear sound that is well-suited for a range
of playing styles.

Ultimately, the choice between the Martin D28 guitar and its alternatives will depend on the
individual's needs and preferences. While the D28 is a high-end guitar that offers exceptional
sound quality and craftsmanship, there are other guitars available that offer similar features and
sound quality at a lower price point.
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In conclusion, the Martin D28 guitar is a guitar that lives up to its reputation for exceptional tone
and craftsmanship. With its solid Sitka spruce top, solid East Indian rosewood back and sides,
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and mahogany neck, the guitar produces a rich and balanced sound across all ranges. The
attention to detail and quality control measures taken during the manufacturing process ensure
that each guitar is of the highest quality.

While the Martin D28 does come with a premium price tag, its value for money is reflected in its
superior tone and build quality. The guitar's high resale value and durability also make it a long-
term investment. For those looking for a more affordable alternative, options like the Martin D-18
and Yamaha FG830 offer similar features and sound quality at a lower price point.

Ultimately, whether the high price of the Martin D28 is worth it will depend on the individual's
needs and preferences. For serious musicians and collectors, the Martin D28 is a guitar that is
sure to impress and inspire. Its exceptional sound quality, craftsmanship, and versatility make it
a worthwhile investment for those who demand the best.
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