
Martin OM-28 Modern Deluxe: A Review of the Different
Wood Options Available

Martin guitars are renowned for their exceptional quality and craftsmanship, and the Martin
OM-28 Modern Deluxe is no exception. This high-end acoustic guitar is a testament to Martin's
commitment to producing instruments of superior quality and sound. The Martin OM-28 Modern
Deluxe boasts a number of impressive features, including its unique combination of traditional
and modern design elements.

One important aspect to consider when choosing the Martin OM-28 Modern Deluxe is the
wood options available for the guitar. Each wood option produces a distinct sound and has its
own advantages and disadvantages. This guide will explore the different wood options available
for the Martin OM-28 Modern Deluxe, including spruce, Adirondack spruce, rosewood,
cocobolo, mahogany, and walnut. By understanding the properties of each wood option, players
can make an informed decision about which option best suits their preferences and playing
style.

 

Spruce Top Option for the Martin OM-28 Modern Deluxe

The Martin OM-28 Modern Deluxe is a high-quality acoustic guitar that offers exceptional sound
and playability. One of the main features of this guitar is its wood options, which can greatly
impact the sound and overall feel of the instrument. The first wood option available for the
Martin OM-28 Modern Deluxe is the spruce top.

Spruce wood is a popular choice for guitar tops due to its strength, flexibility, and ability to
produce a bright, clear tone. The spruce top option for the Martin OM-28 Modern Deluxe is
made from high-quality Adirondack spruce, which is known for its exceptional stiffness and
resonance. This results in a guitar with a powerful and clear sound, with plenty of projection and
sustain.

One of the advantages of choosing the spruce top option is its versatility. The bright and clear
tone of spruce wood works well with a wide range of playing styles and genres, from fingerstyle
to strumming. Additionally, the spruce top option is typically more affordable than other wood
options, making it a great choice for players on a budget.

However, there are also some disadvantages to choosing the spruce top option. Because of its
brightness and clarity, the spruce top can sometimes be overly harsh or brittle in sound,
particularly when played aggressively or with heavy strumming. Additionally, spruce wood is
more susceptible to damage from humidity and temperature changes, which can impact the
guitar's overall durability.

Overall, the spruce top option for the Martin OM-28 Modern Deluxe is a great choice for players
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looking for a versatile, affordable, and high-quality acoustic guitar. Its bright and clear tone is
perfect for a wide range of playing styles and genres, and the Adirondack spruce top ensures
excellent projection and sustain.

 

Adirondack Spruce Top Option for the Martin OM-28
Modern Deluxe

The Adirondack spruce top is another wood option available for the Martin OM-28 Modern
Deluxe. Adirondack spruce is a type of spruce tree that grows in the northeastern United States
and eastern Canada. It is known for its strength and stiffness, which make it a popular choice
for acoustic guitar tops.

One of the advantages of choosing the Adirondack spruce top option for the Martin OM-28
Modern Deluxe is the quality of sound it produces. Adirondack spruce is known for its loud and
clear tone, with a strong midrange and bright treble. It is particularly responsive to a player's
touch, making it a great choice for fingerpicking and other delicate playing styles.

Another advantage of the Adirondack spruce top option is its durability. Adirondack spruce is a
dense and hard wood, which means it is less likely to dent or scratch than other softer woods.
This can make it a good choice for musicians who plan to use their guitar frequently or who
travel often with their instrument.

However, there are also some disadvantages to consider when choosing the Adirondack spruce
top option. One of these is the cost, as Adirondack spruce is a premium wood and can be more
expensive than other options. Additionally, Adirondack spruce can be more difficult to work with,
which means that it may take longer to craft a guitar with this wood option.

In terms of comparison to other wood options for the Martin OM-28 Modern Deluxe, the
Adirondack spruce top option is often compared to the Sitka spruce top option. While both types
of spruce offer a clear and bright tone, Adirondack spruce is known for having a stronger and
more complex tone. Sitka spruce, on the other hand, is more commonly used and can be a
more affordable option.

Overall, the Adirondack spruce top option for the Martin OM-28 Modern Deluxe is a great choice
for musicians who value a clear and strong tone with responsive touch. While it may be more
expensive and difficult to work with than other options, it can be a worthwhile investment for
those who prioritize quality and durability.
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Rosewood Back and Sides Option for the Martin OM-28
Modern Deluxe

The rosewood back and sides option for the Martin OM-28 Modern Deluxe is a popular choice
for many guitarists due to its rich, warm sound and stunning visual appeal. Rosewood is a
dense and heavy hardwood that is known for its distinct tonal characteristics, which make it a
great choice for acoustic guitars.

The Martin OM-28 Modern Deluxe with rosewood back and sides is particularly suited for
players who are looking for a guitar with strong bass response and clear highs. The rosewood
back and sides add depth and complexity to the guitar's tone, while the spruce top ensures that
the sound is balanced and focused.

One of the advantages of choosing the rosewood option for the Martin OM-28 Modern Deluxe is
its durability. Rosewood is a hard and dense wood that is resistant to wear and tear, making it a
great choice for players who want a guitar that will last for years to come. Additionally, rosewood
is naturally oily, which helps to protect the wood from damage and maintain its appearance over
time.

However, one of the drawbacks of choosing the rosewood option is its price. Rosewood is a
high-end wood that is more expensive than many other options, which can make the guitar a bit
more costly. Additionally, some players may find that the weight of the rosewood makes the
guitar a bit heavier than they prefer.

Compared to the other wood options available for the Martin OM-28 Modern Deluxe, the
rosewood option offers a warm, rich tone that is particularly well-suited for fingerstyle playing
and genres such as blues and jazz. However, players who prefer a brighter, more cutting sound
may want to consider other wood options, such as Adirondack spruce or cocobolo.

Overall, the rosewood back and sides option for the Martin OM-28 Modern Deluxe is a great
choice for players who want a guitar with a warm, rich tone and stunning visual appeal. While it
may be more expensive than other wood options, its durability and tonal characteristics make it
a worthy investment for serious musicians.

 

Cocobolo Back and Sides Option for the Martin OM-28
Modern Deluxe

Cocobolo wood is known for its unique properties, making it a popular choice for guitar backs
and sides. It's a dense and oily wood that has a very distinct look with its rich, reddish-brown
color and black grain lines. Cocobolo wood is also known for its excellent tonal properties,
making it a great choice for acoustic guitars.

One of the most notable characteristics of cocobolo wood is its clarity and projection. It has a
bright and focused sound that allows every note to ring out clearly, making it ideal for fingerstyle
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playing and intricate melodies. Cocobolo wood also has a warm and full-bodied tone, with a
strong midrange and plenty of sustain. This combination of clarity and warmth makes the
cocobolo back and sides option a versatile choice that can work well for a variety of playing
styles and genres.

When it comes to the disadvantages of choosing cocobolo wood for the Martin OM-28 Modern
Deluxe, the main one is its price. Cocobolo wood is a high-end option, and its rarity and demand
make it quite expensive. It's also a heavy wood, which can affect the guitar's overall weight and
balance, although this is a minor concern for most players.

Compared to other wood options available for the Martin OM-28 Modern Deluxe, the cocobolo
back and sides option is a great choice for players who prioritize clarity and projection in their
sound. It's a high-quality option that's perfect for fingerstyle playing and intricate melodies, and it
offers a warm and full-bodied tone that can work well in a variety of genres. However, it's
important to consider the cost and weight of cocobolo wood when making your decision.

Overall, the cocobolo back and sides option is a fantastic choice for players who want a unique
and high-quality sound from their Martin OM-28 Modern Deluxe. Its distinct look and excellent
tonal properties make it a top choice for many guitarists.

 

Other Wood Options for the Martin OM-28 Modern Deluxe

In addition to the spruce, Adirondack spruce, rosewood, and cocobolo options available for the
Martin OM-28 Modern Deluxe, there are also other wood options to consider.

One such option is mahogany, which is known for its warm and focused sound. Mahogany is
often used for the back and sides of guitars and can provide a balanced tone with good sustain.
This wood is particularly well-suited for players who prefer fingerpicking or lighter strumming.

Another option is walnut, which is a dense hardwood that produces a clear and bright tone.
Walnut is often used for back and sides, and it provides a good balance between warmth and
clarity. The wood has a distinctive look, with dark brown heartwood and light sapwood, and it
can add a unique visual element to the guitar.

It's important to note that while the wood used in the construction of a guitar can impact its
sound, other factors such as the bracing, neck design, and overall construction also play a
significant role. It's recommended to try out guitars with different wood combinations to
determine which one produces the desired tone and feel.

When choosing a wood option for the Martin OM-28 Modern Deluxe, it's essential to consider
the player's style and preferences. A player who prefers a brighter, more focused sound may
prefer a spruce top or a walnut back and sides. On the other hand, a player who wants a warm,
balanced sound may prefer a rosewood or mahogany back and sides.
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Ultimately, the best wood option for the Martin OM-28 Modern Deluxe is the one that feels and
sounds right to the player. It's recommended to consult with a knowledgeable guitar dealer or
luthier to get guidance and advice on choosing the best wood option for your needs.

 

The Martin OM-28 Modern Deluxe is a high-quality acoustic guitar that offers a range of wood
options for players to choose from. In this guide, we have explored the different wood options
available for the Martin OM-28 Modern Deluxe and their properties to help players make an
informed decision about which option best suits their preferences and playing style.

When considering the wood options available for the Martin OM-28 Modern Deluxe, it's
important to understand how the properties of each wood can affect the sound of the guitar. The
spruce top option offers a bright, crisp sound with excellent projection, making it a popular
choice for players who prefer a clear, articulate tone. However, the spruce top can be somewhat
lacking in warmth and depth compared to other wood options.

The Adirondack spruce top option offers a similar bright, crisp sound as the standard spruce
top, but with a greater level of complexity and richness in the midrange and bass frequencies.
This makes it a popular choice for players who want a more complex, nuanced sound than the
standard spruce top can offer.

The rosewood back and sides option offers a warm, rich sound with excellent bass response
and projection. Rosewood is known for its ability to add warmth and complexity to the overall
sound of a guitar, making it a popular choice for players who want a well-rounded, full-bodied
sound.

The cocobolo back and sides option offers a similar warmth and complexity to the rosewood
option, but with a slightly more pronounced midrange and treble response. This makes it a
popular choice for players who want a more balanced sound with a bit more clarity in the
midrange and treble frequencies.

In addition to these wood options, the Martin OM-28 Modern Deluxe also offers mahogany and
walnut back and sides options. Mahogany is known for its warm, mellow sound with a focus on
midrange frequencies, while walnut offers a slightly brighter, more balanced sound with a
pronounced midrange.
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When choosing a wood option for the Martin OM-28 Modern Deluxe, it's important to consider
your personal preferences and playing style. Each wood option offers its own unique set of
properties that can affect the overall sound and character of the guitar, so take the time to try
out each option and see which one best suits your needs.

Overall, the Martin OM-28 Modern Deluxe is a versatile and high-quality acoustic guitar that
offers a range of wood options for players to choose from. By considering the properties of each
wood option, players can make an informed decision about which option best suits their
preferences and playing style. Choose the right wood option, and you can unlock the full
potential of this exceptional instrument.
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