
Small Martin Guitars for Kids and Beginners: Finding the
Right Guitar for Your Little Player

Martin guitars are known for their exceptional quality and craftsmanship, and have been a
favorite among musicians for generations. Martin guitars have a reputation for producing some
of the finest acoustic guitars on the market. Whether it is their signature dreadnought models or
smaller offerings, Martin is a name that is synonymous with excellence.

This guide is specifically designed for parents or guardians of young or beginner players who
are looking for a small Martin guitar. Finding the right guitar size is critical for a young or
beginner player's success, as it can greatly impact their comfort, playing ability, and motivation
to learn. In this guide, we will discuss the benefits of small Martin guitars, the different options
available, and how to choose the right small Martin guitar for the young or beginner player in
your life.

 

Benefits of Small Martin Guitars

Martin guitars have long been synonymous with quality and craftsmanship. From their early
beginnings in the 19th century to the present day, Martin guitars have been the choice of
countless musicians and performers around the world. While Martin guitars are often associated
with professional musicians, the company also offers a range of smaller guitars that are perfect
for kids and beginners.

Finding the right guitar size is essential, especially for young or beginner players. Small Martin
guitars offer several benefits that make them an ideal choice for kids and beginners. One of the
primary benefits is ease of play. Small guitars have a shorter scale length, which makes it easier
for beginners to reach the frets and form chords. The smaller size also makes them more
comfortable to hold and play for extended periods, especially for younger players. Additionally,
small Martin guitars are lightweight and compact, making them easy to transport to lessons or
performances.

Compared to full-size guitars, small Martin guitars are an excellent option for young or beginner
players. While full-size guitars can be overwhelming and difficult to play for beginners, small
guitars provide a more manageable size and weight. Young players who are still developing
their coordination and motor skills may find it challenging to play a full-size guitar, but a smaller
guitar can be a perfect fit.

Overall, the benefits of small Martin guitars for kids and beginners are numerous. They offer
ease of play, comfort, and portability that can make the learning process more enjoyable and
less stressful. By choosing the right small Martin guitar, young players and beginners can enjoy
a positive and rewarding playing experience.
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Martin LX Series

The Martin LX series is a popular line of small guitars designed with portability and playability in
mind. The series includes the LX1, LX1E, and Little Martin guitars, all of which are excellent
options for young or beginner players.

The LX1 is a compact travel-sized guitar with a solid Sitka spruce top and mahogany high-
pressure laminate back and sides. The LX1E is similar in size to the LX1 but includes a
Fishman Sonitone pickup system for amplified playing. Both guitars feature a modified low oval
neck shape for easy playing and a unique X-bracing pattern for a balanced and clear sound.

The Little Martin guitars, including the LXK2 and LXMINI, are slightly larger than the LX1 and
LX1E but still compact and easy to play. The LXK2 features a koa-patterned high-pressure
laminate back and sides, while the LXMINI has mahogany high-pressure laminate back and
sides. Both guitars have a solid Sitka spruce top and come with a padded gig bag for easy
transport.

The LX series is known for its excellent sound quality and playability, making it a great choice
for young or beginner players looking for a high-quality small guitar. The series also offers a
range of design options, including different finishes and inlay designs, allowing players to
choose a guitar that reflects their personal style.

In comparison to other small guitar options, the LX series stands out for its superior
craftsmanship and attention to detail. The Martin name is synonymous with quality and
durability, ensuring that players can rely on their small Martin guitar for years to come.
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Other Small Martin Guitar Options

Martin guitars offer a variety of small guitar options for young or beginner players. In addition to
the LX series, Martin also offers the Backpacker and the Junior series.

The Martin Backpacker is a unique small guitar option that is designed to be extremely portable
and lightweight. Its compact size and durable construction make it an ideal option for travel or
outdoor adventures. The Backpacker features a solid spruce top, mahogany neck, and a unique
triangular shape that provides a distinctive tone.

The Martin Junior series offers a range of small guitar options with a focus on quality and
playability. The Junior series includes the Dreadnought Junior, the OMJM John Mayer, and the
000-10E Road Series. Each guitar in the Junior series features a comfortable, smaller body size
that is perfect for young or beginner players. The Dreadnought Junior features a solid Sitka
spruce top, sapele back and sides, and a neck shape that is easy to play. The OMJM John
Mayer signature model features a solid Sitka spruce top, East Indian rosewood back and sides,
and a neck shape based on Mayer's personal favorite Martin guitar. The 000-10E Road Series
features a solid sapele top, back, and sides, as well as a comfortable and playable neck shape.
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Compared to the LX series, the Backpacker and Junior series offer a wider range of options and
features, including signature models and unique shapes. However, the LX series still offers a
range of high-quality, portable options that are perfect for young or beginner players.

 

Choosing the Right Small Martin Guitar

Choosing the right guitar size is crucial for young or beginner players to ensure a comfortable
and enjoyable playing experience. When it comes to small guitars, Martin has a range of options
that are perfect for kids and beginners. In this section, we will discuss the factors to consider
when choosing the right small Martin guitar.

The player's age is a key factor when selecting the right small guitar size. Children under the
age of 12 typically require smaller guitars that are easier to hold and play. Martin's LX series,
including the LX1 and LX1E, are great options for young players due to their smaller size and
lightweight design. The Little Martin guitars are also ideal for kids, with a slightly larger body size
that offers a fuller sound without sacrificing comfort.

Another important factor is the player's size and physical ability. Small players or those with
smaller hands may benefit from a guitar with a shorter scale length, which can make it easier to
reach and play chords. The Martin Junior series, including the Dreadnought Junior and the X
Series Junior, are designed with smaller players in mind, with a shorter scale length and a
comfortable neck profile that make playing easier and more comfortable.

It is also important to consider the player's playing ability when selecting a small Martin guitar. If
the player is a beginner, a smaller guitar may be easier to play and help them develop proper
technique. On the other hand, if the player is more advanced and looking for a guitar with a
fuller sound and more advanced features, they may prefer a larger guitar size.

To properly measure for a small guitar size, measure the distance between the player's
fingertips and the floor while they are standing up. This measurement can help determine the
appropriate guitar size and scale length for the player.

It is important to try out different options and get professional advice when selecting a small
Martin guitar. Visiting a music store and trying out different guitar sizes and models can help
players find the right fit for their needs and preferences. A knowledgeable salesperson or guitar
teacher can also provide guidance and recommendations based on the player's age, size, and
playing ability.

By considering these factors and taking the time to find the right small Martin guitar, young and
beginner players can enjoy a comfortable and rewarding playing experience.
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Maintenance and Care for Small Martin Guitars

Taking proper care of your small Martin guitar is crucial for maintaining its performance and
ensuring its longevity. With regular maintenance, you can keep your guitar sounding and
playing its best for years to come. Here are some essential maintenance and care tips for your
small Martin guitar:

Cleaning

Regular cleaning of your guitar is essential for maintaining its appearance and preventing the
buildup of dirt and grime. To clean your small Martin guitar, use a soft cloth or microfiber towel
to gently wipe down the body, neck, and strings. Avoid using any harsh chemicals or cleaners
that could damage the finish or wood.

String Replacement

Over time, the strings on your small Martin guitar will wear out and lose their tone. It's important
to replace the strings regularly to ensure optimal sound quality. How often you need to replace
your strings will depend on how frequently you play, but as a general rule, you should change
them at least every three months.

To replace your guitar strings, first remove the old strings by unwinding them from the tuning
pegs. Next, thread the new strings through the bridge and up to the tuning pegs. Wind the
strings around the pegs and tighten them to the desired tension. Finally, use a pair of wire
cutters to trim any excess string.

Storage

Proper storage of your small Martin guitar is crucial for protecting it from damage and preserving
its sound quality. When you're not playing your guitar, keep it in a case or gig bag to protect it
from dust, humidity, and temperature changes. Avoid storing your guitar in direct sunlight or in
areas with extreme temperatures or humidity.

Recommended Maintenance Schedule

Here's a recommended maintenance schedule for your small Martin guitar:

Clean your guitar after each use with a soft cloth or microfiber towel.
Change your guitar strings at least every three months, or more frequently if needed.
Have your guitar professionally serviced every six months to a year, depending on use.

By following these maintenance and care tips, you can keep your small Martin guitar sounding
and playing its best for years to come.

In the next section, we'll recap the key takeaways from this guide and provide some final
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thoughts on finding the right small Martin guitar.

In conclusion, Martin guitars have a well-deserved reputation for quality and craftsmanship, and
their small guitars for kids and beginners are no exception. Finding the right guitar size is crucial
for young or beginner players, and small Martin guitars offer many benefits, including ease of
play, comfort, and portability.

The Martin LX series, which includes the LX1, LX1E, and Little Martin guitars, are excellent
options for those seeking a small Martin guitar. These guitars feature high-quality materials and
design and provide a great playing experience for kids and beginners.

In addition to the LX series, there are other small Martin guitar options, such as the Backpacker
and the Junior series. These guitars also offer unique features and designs that may be more
suitable for certain players.
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When choosing the right small Martin guitar, it's important to consider the player's age, size, and
playing ability. Proper measurement and trying out different options are crucial in finding the
right guitar. Additionally, proper maintenance and care are essential for the longevity and
performance of the guitar.

In summary, investing in a high-quality small Martin guitar for kids and beginners can provide a
positive and rewarding playing experience. We encourage you to explore the different options
available and choose a guitar that meets your needs and preferences.
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