
Custom Martin D18 for Sale: Designing Your Dream Guitar
with Martin's Custom Shop

Martin guitars are widely known for their quality and craftsmanship, with a rich history dating
back to 1833. One of the most popular models in their lineup is the Martin D18 acoustic guitar,
loved by musicians of all levels for its warm and balanced sound. But did you know that Martin
offers custom options for the D18 through their Custom Shop?

In this guide, we will explore the process of designing and purchasing a custom Martin D18, as
well as the benefits of owning a personalized and high-quality instrument. Whether you're a
seasoned musician or a beginner, a custom Martin D18 can offer a unique playing experience
that truly represents your style and personality. So, let's dive into the world of custom Martin
guitars and discover the possibilities for your own D18.

 

Designing a Custom Martin D18

When it comes to designing a custom Martin D18, there are several design options available
through Martin's Custom Shop. These options include the choice of wood type, body shape,
inlay design, and other customizable features.

One of the most important design options is the choice of wood type. The type of wood used in
the construction of a guitar can greatly impact its tone and overall sound quality. Some popular
options for the top of the guitar include Adirondack spruce, Sitka spruce, and Engelmann
spruce. For the sides and back of the guitar, mahogany and rosewood are common choices.

Another important design option is the body shape of the guitar. The Martin D18 is available in
both dreadnought and OM body shapes, each with their own unique sound and playability
characteristics. The dreadnought body shape is known for its strong projection and bass
response, while the OM body shape is known for its balance and clarity.

In addition to wood type and body shape, the Martin Custom Shop also offers a variety of inlay
designs for custom Martin D18 guitars. From simple dot inlays to intricate floral designs, there
are many options available to add a personalized touch to the guitar's appearance.

Other customizable features of a custom Martin D18 may include the neck shape and size, the
type of fretboard wood, and the choice of hardware such as tuners and bridge pins. Each of
these design options can impact the overall playability and aesthetics of the guitar, making it
important to carefully consider each aspect of the design process.

Overall, designing a custom Martin D18 offers a unique opportunity to create a personalized
and high-quality instrument with a sound and appearance tailored to the individual player's
preferences.
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Working with Martin's Custom Shop

If you have decided to design and purchase a custom Martin D18, you will need to work with
Martin's Custom Shop to make your vision a reality. The process of working with the Custom
Shop can be an exciting and rewarding experience, but it is important to understand how the
process works.

The first step in working with Martin's Custom Shop is to submit a design request. This can be
done through the Custom Shop's website or by contacting a representative directly. When
submitting a design request, you will need to provide detailed information about the design
options you are interested in, such as the wood type, body shape, inlay design, and other
features.

Once your design request has been submitted, a representative from Martin's Custom Shop will
contact you to discuss your options and provide a quote for the guitar. The representative will
work with you to refine your design and ensure that it meets your needs and budget.

Throughout the design process, it is important to maintain open communication with the
representative from Martin's Custom Shop. They will be able to provide guidance and answer
any questions you may have. Additionally, they can provide updates on the progress of your
guitar and the estimated delivery date.

Once the design has been finalized and the quote has been accepted, production of the custom
Martin D18 will begin. The guitar will be built by skilled craftsmen at Martin's factory in Nazareth,
Pennsylvania, using the finest materials and construction techniques.

When the guitar is completed, it will be shipped to the dealer or directly to you. It is important to
inspect the guitar carefully upon receipt to ensure that it meets your expectations and matches
the specifications of the design.

Overall, working with Martin's Custom Shop can be a rewarding experience that allows you to
create a personalized and high-quality instrument. With careful communication and
collaboration, you can design and purchase a custom Martin D18 that meets your needs and
exceeds your expectations.
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Pricing and Timeline for Custom Martin D18

When considering a custom Martin D18 purchase, it's important to understand the pricing
structure and timeline for the creation and delivery of the guitar.

The cost of a custom Martin D18 varies depending on the specific design options chosen. The
base price for a Martin D18 is around $3,000, but adding custom features such as a different
wood type, inlays, or special finishes can increase the cost significantly. Generally, the more
intricate and unique the design, the higher the cost will be. It's important to have a clear budget
in mind before beginning the design process to ensure that the final cost aligns with your
financial goals.

In addition to the cost of the guitar, there may be additional fees for certain design options or
upgrades. For example, adding a cutaway or electronics to the guitar can increase the price. It's
important to discuss all pricing details with a representative from Martin's Custom Shop to avoid
any surprises.

The timeline for the creation and delivery of a custom Martin D18 can vary depending on the
design options chosen and the workload of the Custom Shop at the time of order. Generally, the
process can take anywhere from several months to a year or more. It's important to be patient
during the process and to communicate regularly with the representative from Martin's Custom
Shop to stay up-to-date on the progress of the guitar.

Once the guitar is complete, it will be shipped directly from the Martin factory to the purchaser.
Shipping times may vary depending on the location of the purchaser and any customs
requirements for international shipments.
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Overall, the pricing and timeline for a custom Martin D18 purchase can be a significant
investment. However, the opportunity to create a personalized and unique instrument that
meets your specific needs and preferences can be well worth the investment.

 

Authenticating a Custom Martin D18

When it comes to purchasing a custom Martin D18, it's important to ensure the authenticity of
the guitar. While Martin's Custom Shop has a reputation for producing high-quality and
authentic instruments, there are still counterfeit guitars on the market. Here are some tips for
authenticating a custom Martin D18:

1. Examine the serial number: Every Martin guitar has a serial number, which can be used
to verify the authenticity of the instrument. The serial number can be found inside the
soundhole, on the neck block, or on the headstock. Contact Martin's customer service or
consult their website to confirm the serial number matches the guitar model and
production date.

2. Inspect the guitar's features: Custom Martin D18 guitars have unique design features
that can be used to verify their authenticity. These features may include specific wood
types, inlay designs, or body shapes. Research the specific design features of your
custom Martin D18 and compare them to the guitar you are considering purchasing.

3. Purchase from a reputable seller: To minimize the risk of purchasing a counterfeit
custom Martin D18, it's important to buy from a reputable seller. Purchase from
authorized dealers or reputable second-hand sellers with a history of selling authentic
Martin guitars.

4. Get a second opinion: If you're unsure about the authenticity of a custom Martin D18,
consider getting a second opinion from a professional guitar appraiser or luthier. They
can help verify the guitar's authenticity and provide an estimate of its value.

By taking the time to authenticate your custom Martin D18, you can ensure that you are
investing in a high-quality and authentic instrument that will provide a lifetime of enjoyment and
musical expression.

 

Benefits of Owning a Custom Martin D18

Investing in a custom Martin D18 is a significant decision that requires careful consideration.
However, the benefits of owning a personalized and high-quality instrument can enhance the
playing and performing experience in many ways. In this section, we will explore the various
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benefits of owning a custom Martin D18.

1. Unique Design One of the primary benefits of owning a custom Martin D18 is the
opportunity to create a one-of-a-kind instrument with a unique design. Martin's Custom
Shop offers a range of design options, including different wood types, body shapes, and
inlay designs, that allow the owner to create a guitar that is tailored to their preferences
and style. This personalized design sets the guitar apart from other standard models
and can add an extra level of satisfaction and pride of ownership.

2. Personalized Sound Another significant benefit of owning a custom Martin D18 is the
ability to create a personalized sound. Each guitar is unique, and the custom design
options can impact the guitar's sound in significant ways. For example, the choice of
wood type can impact the guitar's tone and resonance, while the bracing pattern can
impact the guitar's projection and sustain. By choosing the right combination of design
options, the owner can create a guitar that produces a sound that is tailored to their
playing style and musical preferences.

3. High-Quality Materials and Craftsmanship Martin is renowned for its commitment to
quality and craftsmanship, and this reputation is reflected in the materials and
construction of their custom guitars. The use of high-quality wood types and the
expertise of the skilled luthiers at Martin's Custom Shop ensures that each guitar is
crafted to the highest standards of quality and performance. This attention to detail and
commitment to excellence results in a guitar that is not only aesthetically pleasing but
also has exceptional sound and playability.

4. Investment Value In addition to the personal benefits of owning a custom Martin D18,
the guitar can also have investment value. The limited production and unique design of
custom Martin guitars can make them highly sought after by collectors and enthusiasts,
and the value of these guitars can appreciate over time. This investment value makes
owning a custom Martin D18 not only a source of personal enjoyment but also a
potential long-term investment.

5. Enhances the Playing and Performing Experience Finally, owning a custom Martin D18
can enhance the playing and performing experience in many ways. The unique design
and personalized sound can inspire creativity and expression, while the high-quality
materials and craftsmanship can provide a comfortable and enjoyable playing
experience. Playing a custom Martin D18 can also provide a sense of pride and
accomplishment, knowing that the guitar is a unique and personalized instrument that is
tailored to the owner's preferences and style.

In conclusion, owning a custom Martin D18 can provide a range of benefits, including a unique
design, personalized sound, high-quality materials and craftsmanship, investment value, and an
enhanced playing and performing experience. If you are considering investing in a custom
guitar, a Martin D18 from Martin's Custom Shop may be an excellent option to create a
personalized and high-quality instrument.
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In conclusion, Martin guitars are renowned for their quality and craftsmanship, making them a
popular choice for musicians around the world. The Martin D21 acoustic guitar is a classic
example of the brand's commitment to producing instruments with exceptional sound quality
and playability. With its unique features and design, the Martin D21 is a favorite among both
beginner and professional guitarists.

When considering purchasing a Martin D28, it is important to take the time to research and
evaluate pricing information to find the best deals. There are a variety of options for finding
Martin D28 for sale, including online marketplaces, music stores, and private sellers. By
understanding the pricing factors and negotiating with sellers, you can get the best value for
your investment.

For those interested in creating a truly personalized and high-quality instrument, the Martin
Custom Shop offers a range of custom design options for the Martin D18. By working with a
representative from Martin's Custom Shop and considering the various design options, you can
create a one-of-a-kind guitar that meets your specific needs and preferences.

Overall, whether you choose a Martin D21, D28, or a custom Martin D18, investing in a high-
quality and personalized instrument can enhance your playing and performing experience. By
taking the time to consider the various features, sound quality, and design options, you can find
the perfect Martin guitar that meets your individual needs and budget.
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