
Martin D21 Acoustic Guitar: An Overview of its Features
and Sound Quality

Martin guitars are known for their exceptional quality, craftsmanship, and sound. They have
been a favorite among musicians for decades and continue to be a popular choice for guitarists
of all levels. One of the most beloved models in the Martin line is the Martin D21 acoustic
guitar.

The Martin D21 is a dreadnought-style guitar that was first introduced in the 1950s. It has since
become a staple in the Martin line and a go-to choice for many professional musicians. The
guitar is known for its warm, rich tone and exceptional projection, making it a favorite among
players who demand the best in sound quality.

The purpose of this guide is to provide an overview of the features and sound quality of
the Martin D21 acoustic guitar, as well as its playability, maintenance, and value. Whether you
are a beginner or a seasoned player, this guide will help you understand the unique qualities of
the Martin D21 and what makes it a standout choice among acoustic guitars.

 

Features of the Martin D21 Acoustic Guitar

The Martin D21 acoustic guitar is known for its high-quality craftsmanship and attention to detail.
One of the key features of the Martin D21 is its use of high-quality tonewoods, including solid
Sitka spruce for the top and solid East Indian rosewood for the back and sides. These
tonewoods are known for their exceptional resonance and projection, which help to create a
rich, full-bodied sound.

Another important feature of the Martin D21 is its dreadnought body shape. The dreadnought
body shape is known for its balanced tonal response and powerful projection, making it a
popular choice among guitarists of all genres. The Martin D21 also features forward-shifted X-
bracing, which helps to enhance the guitar's tonal clarity and balance.

In addition to its tonewoods and body shape, the Martin D21 also features a comfortable, low-
profile neck shape that makes it easy to play for extended periods of time. The guitar's action is
also set low, making it easy to fret notes and play complex chord progressions.

Other features of the Martin D21 include a bone nut and saddle, which help to enhance the
guitar's sustain and overall tone, and a hand-fit dovetail neck joint, which helps to ensure a
strong, stable connection between the neck and body.

Overall, the Martin D21 is a well-crafted, high-quality acoustic guitar that is designed to provide
exceptional sound quality and playability. Its use of high-quality tonewoods, dreadnought body
shape, and advanced bracing pattern all contribute to its unique and highly sought-after sound.
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Sound Quality of the Martin D21 Acoustic Guitar

The Martin D21 is renowned for its exceptional sound quality, which is a testament to the
craftsmanship and materials used in its construction. The guitar produces a warm, balanced
tone that is well-suited for a wide range of musical styles.

One of the most important factors contributing to the sound quality of the Martin D21 is the
choice of wood. The top of the guitar is made of solid Sitka spruce, a wood known for its
strength, stability, and tonal clarity. The back and sides are made of East Indian rosewood, a
dense and resonant wood that adds depth and richness to the guitar's tone.

The Martin D21 also features a unique bracing pattern that contributes to its distinctive sound.
The guitar uses Martin's forward-shifted X-bracing, which places the braces closer to the
soundhole. This design allows for greater top movement, resulting in enhanced resonance and
projection.

Compared to other Martin guitars, the D21 has a mid-range focused sound that is warm and
balanced. It is less bright than the D18, for example, but has a more complex and nuanced
tone. The D21 is also louder and more powerful than the D28, making it a great choice for
players who need a guitar with plenty of projection.

In summary, the Martin D21 acoustic guitar offers exceptional sound quality that is warm,
balanced, and well-suited for a variety of musical styles. The combination of solid Sitka spruce
and East Indian rosewood, along with the unique bracing pattern, produces a rich and resonant
tone with great projection.
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Playability of the Martin D21 Acoustic Guitar

When choosing a guitar, playability is a crucial factor to consider. The playability of a guitar
refers to how easy and comfortable it is to play the instrument. The Martin D21 acoustic guitar is
designed with playability in mind to ensure a comfortable playing experience for guitarists of all
levels.

One of the key features that contribute to the playability of the Martin D21 is the neck shape.
The D21 has a modified low oval neck shape that provides a comfortable grip for players. The
neck shape is also suitable for different hand sizes, making it easy to play for both beginners
and experienced guitarists. Additionally, the Martin D21 has a 25.4" scale length, which is a
standard length for most Martin guitars. This scale length provides a good balance between
playability and sound quality.

The action of the guitar also plays a crucial role in its playability. The action refers to the
distance between the strings and the fretboard. The Martin D21 has a comfortable action that
allows players to play the guitar without straining their fingers. The guitar's action can also be
adjusted to suit the individual preferences of the player.

Another factor that contributes to the playability of the Martin D21 is the width of the fretboard.
The guitar has a 1-11/16" nut width, which is standard for most Martin guitars. This width
provides enough space for fingerpicking and strumming techniques, making the guitar versatile
and suitable for different playing styles.

Overall, the Martin D21 acoustic guitar is designed with playability in mind, making it easy and
comfortable to play for guitarists of all levels. Its neck shape, action, and fretboard width are all
designed to provide a comfortable and versatile playing experience. Choosing a guitar with
good playability is essential for beginners as it allows them to learn and practice more
comfortably, leading to a more enjoyable and successful learning experience.

 

Maintenance and Care for the Martin D21 Acoustic Guitar

The Martin D21 acoustic guitar is a high-quality instrument that requires proper care and
maintenance to ensure its longevity and optimal performance. By taking the time to clean,
restring, and store the guitar properly, you can protect its delicate components and preserve its
tone and playability for years to come.

Cleaning

Regular cleaning is essential to maintain the appearance and functionality of the Martin D21
acoustic guitar. Here are some tips for cleaning the guitar:
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1. Use a soft, dry cloth to wipe down the guitar after each use to remove sweat and oil from
your hands.

2. Use a slightly damp cloth to clean the fretboard and remove any dirt or grime that has
accumulated.

3. Use a guitar cleaning solution or polish to clean the guitar's body and neck, being careful
to avoid getting any solution on the fretboard or other components.

4. Avoid using abrasive cleaning products or cloths, as they can scratch the guitar's finish
and damage the wood.

String Replacement

Regular string replacement is crucial to maintain the sound quality and playability of the Martin
D21 acoustic guitar. Here are some tips for replacing the strings:

1. Use high-quality guitar strings that are appropriate for the Martin D21's size and tuning.
2. Remove and replace one string at a time to maintain the tension and avoid damaging

the guitar's neck.
3. Use a string winder to speed up the process and avoid over-tightening the strings.
4. Tune the guitar and stretch the strings to ensure they are properly seated before

playing.

Storage

Proper storage is important to protect the Martin D21 acoustic guitar from damage and
environmental factors that can affect its tone and playability. Here are some tips for storing the
guitar:

1. Use a hardshell guitar case or gig bag to protect the guitar during transport and storage.
2. Store the guitar in a cool, dry place, away from direct sunlight and extreme

temperatures.
3. Avoid storing the guitar near heating or cooling vents, as well as in areas with high

humidity or moisture.
4. Store the guitar with the strings loosened to relieve tension on the neck and prevent

warping or damage.

Recommended Maintenance Schedule

To keep your Martin D21 acoustic guitar in top condition, it's recommended to follow a regular
maintenance schedule. Here are some guidelines:

1. Clean the guitar after each use, wiping down the body and fretboard and removing any
debris or sweat.

2. Replace the strings every 2-3 months or more frequently if you play frequently or notice
a decline in sound quality.

3. Have the guitar professionally set up and adjusted every 6-12 months to ensure optimal
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playability and tone.
4. Store the guitar in a case or gig bag when not in use, and avoid exposing it to extreme

temperatures or humidity.

By following these maintenance and care tips for the Martin D21 acoustic guitar, you can ensure
that it remains a high-quality instrument that delivers beautiful sound and comfortable playability
for years to come.

 

Value and Pricing of the Martin D21 Acoustic Guitar

The Martin D21 is a high-quality acoustic guitar that is built with superior craftsmanship and
attention to detail. As a result, it comes with a higher price tag than many other guitars on the
market. However, for many musicians, the investment is worth it for the exceptional sound
quality and durability that the Martin D21 provides.

When it comes to determining the value and pricing of a Martin D21, there are several factors to
consider. The first is the guitar's condition. A well-maintained Martin D21 that is in excellent
condition will be worth more than one that shows signs of wear and tear.

The next factor to consider is the guitar's features. The Martin D21 is made with premium
materials, such as a solid Sitka spruce top and solid East Indian rosewood back and sides,
which contribute to its exceptional sound quality. Additionally, the scalloped X-bracing pattern
used in the guitar's construction is designed to enhance the instrument's tone and projection.

Another important factor to consider when evaluating the value and pricing of the Martin D21 is
its age. Vintage Martin guitars, including the D21, can be worth a significant amount of money,
especially if they are in good condition and have historical significance.

It's also important to consider the current market demand for the Martin D21 when evaluating its
value and pricing. If there is high demand for the guitar and limited availability, the price may be
higher than if there is less demand and more availability.

Overall, determining the value and pricing of a Martin D21 requires careful consideration of the
guitar's condition, features, age, and market demand. By evaluating these factors and doing
research on current pricing trends, it is possible to determine a fair price for a Martin D21 and
ensure that you are making a sound investment in a high-quality acoustic guitar.
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In conclusion, the Martin D21 is a top-tier acoustic guitar with a rich history and an exceptional
reputation for quality and craftsmanship. As we have seen, its features and sound quality are
among the best in the industry, making it a desirable choice for both beginners and experienced
players alike.

Understanding the features of the Martin D21, including the wood type, body shape, and
bracing pattern, is crucial when choosing a guitar that fits your needs and preferences.
Additionally, its sound quality, including its tone, resonance, and projection, is unparalleled and
provides a unique playing experience.

The playability of the Martin D21 is also a crucial factor to consider, as the guitar's neck shape
and action can impact the comfort and ease of playing. Proper maintenance and care are
essential for the longevity and performance of the guitar, and it's essential to follow the
recommended maintenance schedule to ensure optimal performance.

Lastly, evaluating the value and pricing of the Martin D21 requires a comprehensive
understanding of its features, sound quality, and condition. Taking all factors into account will
help you determine a fair price for the guitar and ensure that you get the most value for your
investment.

In conclusion, the Martin D21 is an exceptional guitar with unique features and sound quality
that are unrivaled in the industry. We encourage you to try out the Martin D21 and experience
its quality and craftsmanship firsthand. We hope that this guide has provided valuable insights
into the features, sound quality, playability, maintenance, and pricing of the Martin D21, and we
wish you the best in finding the perfect guitar for your needs and preferences.
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