
Used Martin Guitars: How to Choose the Best One for Your
Needs and Budget

Martin guitars are known for their reputation for quality and craftsmanship, and have been a
favorite among musicians for over 185 years. Buying a used Martin guitar can offer a number
of advantages, including the potential for a better value and access to rare or discontinued
models.

The purpose of this guide is to help you choose the best used Martin guitar for your needs and
budget. We will explore the different Martin guitar models, factors to consider when choosing a
used guitar, and where to buy a used Martin guitar. We will also discuss how to assess the
condition of a used Martin guitar, pricing and value considerations, and maintenance and
upgrades to ensure optimal performance and longevity.

Whether you are a beginner or a seasoned professional, a used Martin guitar can offer a high-
quality instrument that will last for years to come. By following this guide, you can make an
informed decision and find the perfect used Martin guitar for your needs and budget.

 

Understanding Martin Guitars

Martin guitars are known for their exceptional sound, craftsmanship, and design. Understanding
the different Martin guitar models and their unique features can help you choose the best used
Martin guitar for your needs.

1. Dreadnought The Martin dreadnought is a popular choice among musicians for its
powerful, balanced sound and versatility. It has a large body and a square shoulder
design, which produces a full, rich tone. The dreadnought is available in various sizes,
including the standard D-28 and the smaller D-18.

2. OM/000 The OM/000 model is a smaller-bodied guitar that is known for its clear,
balanced sound and comfortable playability. It has a narrow waist and a smaller body
than the dreadnought, which makes it easier to play for extended periods of time. The
OM/000 is available in various models, including the OM-28 and the 000-18.

3. Grand Auditorium The Grand Auditorium is a newer Martin guitar model that is similar in
size to the dreadnought but with a more refined shape. It produces a rich, balanced
sound and is suitable for a variety of playing styles. The Grand Auditorium is available in
various models, including the popular 814ce.

4. 12-String The Martin 12-string guitar produces a rich, full sound that is popular among
folk and rock musicians. It has six pairs of strings, which produces a chorus-like effect.
The 12-string is available in various models, including the D12-28 and the HD12-28.
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Factors to consider when choosing a used Martin guitar include the playing style, tonal
preferences, and budget. It is also important to consider the condition of the guitar and any
potential repairs or upgrades that may be needed.

Overall, Martin guitars are known for their exceptional craftsmanship and quality. By
understanding the different models and their unique features, you can choose the best used
Martin guitar for your needs and preferences.

 

Where to Buy Used Martin Guitars

There are a variety of options for purchasing used Martin guitars, including online marketplaces
and music stores. Here are some of the most popular options:

1. Online marketplaces Online marketplaces such as eBay, Reverb, and Craigslist offer a
wide selection of used Martin guitars at varying price points. These platforms allow you
to search for specific models and compare prices from different sellers. It is important to
exercise caution when buying guitars online and to thoroughly inspect the guitar and
verify the seller's reputation.

2. Music stores Reputable music stores often have a selection of used Martin guitars
available for purchase. These stores may also offer warranties and return policies, which
can provide peace of mind when buying a used guitar. Music stores also offer the
opportunity to play and test the guitar before making a purchase.

3. Private sellers Buying from a private seller can offer the potential for a better deal, but it
is important to exercise caution and thoroughly inspect the guitar before making a
purchase. Private sellers can be found through online classifieds, social media groups,
and word of mouth.

When buying a used Martin guitar, it is important to assess the condition of the guitar and any
potential repairs or upgrades that may be needed. It is also important to research pricing and
determine a fair price for the guitar. It is recommended to consult with a professional guitar
technician or experienced musician when evaluating a used guitar.

Overall, purchasing a used Martin guitar can offer a high-quality instrument at a more affordable
price point. By exploring the different options and exercising caution, you can find the perfect
used Martin guitar for your needs and budget.
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Assessing the Condition of a Used Martin Guitar

When buying a used Martin guitar, it is important to thoroughly assess the condition of the guitar
to ensure that it is in good working order and that there are no underlying issues. Here are
some key components to check:

1. Frets Check the frets for wear and tear. Frets that are worn or uneven can cause
intonation issues and affect the playability of the guitar.

2. Neck Inspect the neck for any warping or twisting. A twisted neck can cause intonation
issues and make the guitar difficult to play.

3. Body Check the body for any cracks, dents, or scratches. These can affect the sound
and value of the guitar.

4. Electronics If the Martin guitar has electronics, check that they are in good working
order. Test the pickups and knobs to ensure that they are functioning properly.

5. Hardware Check the hardware, including the tuning machines and bridge, for signs of
wear or damage. These components can affect the guitar's tuning stability and
intonation.

Tools and resources for assessing the condition of a used guitar include a flashlight, a digital
caliper, and a fret rocker. It is also recommended to consult with a professional guitar technician
or experienced musician when evaluating a used guitar.

By thoroughly inspecting a used Martin guitar before making a purchase, you can ensure that it
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is in good working order and that there are no underlying issues. This can help you make an
informed decision and find the perfect used Martin guitar for your needs and budget.

 

Pricing and Value of Used Martin Guitars

Determining the value of a used Martin guitar can be a complex process that takes into account
a variety of factors, including age, condition, rarity, and demand. Here are some factors to
consider when researching pricing and determining the value of a used Martin guitar:

1. Age and model The age and model of the guitar can greatly affect its value. Older
models and rare models may be more valuable due to their scarcity.

2. Condition The condition of the guitar is a major factor in determining its value. A guitar in
excellent condition will typically be worth more than one with significant wear and tear.

3. Modifications Modifications or repairs can affect the value of a guitar. Customizations
that enhance the sound or playability of the guitar can increase its value, while
modifications that detract from the original design can decrease its value.

4. Rarity Limited edition or rare models may be more valuable due to their scarcity and
demand.

5. Market demand Market demand can also affect the value of a used Martin guitar.
Popular models or models with a cult following may be worth more due to their demand.

When researching pricing for a used Martin guitar, it is important to take into account the factors
listed above and to consult with experts or experienced musicians. Websites such as Reverb
and eBay can provide a starting point for researching pricing, but it is important to exercise
caution and to thoroughly assess the condition of the guitar before making a purchase.

When negotiating with sellers, it is important to be prepared and to have a clear understanding
of the fair market value of the guitar. It is also recommended to consult with a professional guitar
technician or experienced musician when evaluating a used guitar and negotiating pricing.

Overall, by researching pricing and understanding the factors that affect the value of a used
Martin guitar, you can make an informed decision and find the best value for your budget.

 

Maintenance and Upgrades for Used Martin Guitars

Maintaining and caring for a used Martin guitar is essential to ensure optimal performance and
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longevity. Here are some recommended maintenance tasks and options for upgrading and
customizing a used Martin guitar:

1. Cleaning and conditioning Regularly cleaning and conditioning the guitar can help
prevent damage and prolong its life. Use a soft cloth and a gentle guitar cleaner to clean
the body and neck, and apply a conditioning oil to the fretboard to prevent drying and
cracking.

2. String replacement and tuning Replacing the strings regularly and tuning the guitar can
help maintain optimal sound and playability. Use high-quality strings and a digital tuner
to ensure accurate tuning.

3. Truss rod adjustment Adjusting the truss rod can help maintain optimal neck relief and
prevent warping or twisting. It is recommended to consult with a professional guitar
technician when making truss rod adjustments.

4. Action adjustment Adjusting the action, or the distance between the strings and the
fretboard, can improve the playability of the guitar. It is recommended to consult with a
professional guitar technician when making action adjustments.

5. Environmental protection Protecting the guitar from environmental damage, such as
humidity or extreme temperatures, can help prevent damage and prolong its life. Use a
guitar humidifier and store the guitar in a protective case when not in use.

6. Upgrades and customizations Upgrading and customizing a used Martin guitar can
improve its sound and playability. Options include upgrading the tuning machines,
replacing the saddle or nut, and installing a pickup or other electronics. It is
recommended to consult with a professional guitar technician or experienced musician
before making any modifications to the guitar.

Overall, by maintaining and caring for a used Martin guitar, you can ensure optimal performance
and longevity. Upgrades and customizations can enhance the guitar's sound and appearance,
but it is important to consult with a professional guitar technician before making any
modifications.
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In conclusion, buying a used Martin guitar can offer a high-quality instrument at a more
affordable price point. By understanding the different Martin guitar models, researching pricing
and value, and assessing the condition of the guitar, you can make an informed decision and
find the perfect used Martin guitar for your needs and budget.

It is important to exercise caution when buying a used guitar and to thoroughly inspect the guitar
and verify the seller's reputation. Options for purchasing used Martin guitars include online
marketplaces, music stores, and private sellers. When negotiating with sellers, it is important to
be prepared and to have a clear understanding of the fair market value of the guitar.

Maintaining and caring for a used Martin guitar is essential to ensure optimal performance and
longevity. Recommended maintenance tasks include cleaning and conditioning, string
replacement and tuning, truss rod and action adjustments, and environmental protection.
Upgrades and customizations can enhance the guitar's sound and appearance, but it is
important to consult with a professional guitar technician or experienced musician before
making any modifications.

Overall, by following the tips and recommendations in this guide, you can find the perfect used
Martin guitar and enjoy its exceptional sound, craftsmanship, and design for years to come.
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