
The Martin 00-28: An Overview of the Acoustic Guitar's
Features and Specs

The Martin D-28 is an iconic acoustic guitar model that has been used by countless musicians
over the years. Known for its powerful projection and rich tone, the D-28 is a favorite among
bluegrass and country musicians, as well as players in other genres. In this article, we will
provide an overview of the Martin D-28's features and specifications, as well as its history and
popularity. Whether you're a seasoned professional or a beginner, the Martin D-28 is a guitar
that deserves consideration.

 

History and Design

The Martin 00-28 has a rich history that spans over a century. This model was first introduced
in the early 1900s as part of Martin's 00 Series, which included a range of small-bodied guitars
designed for a variety of playing styles. The 00-28 was designed to be a versatile guitar that
could be played by musicians of all levels.

Over the years, the Martin 00-28 has undergone several design changes. The guitar's body is
made of high-quality rosewood and features a spruce top. The combination of these woods
provides a rich and warm sound, with a focus on midrange frequencies. The smaller body size
also contributes to its well-balanced sound, allowing for greater clarity and definition.

The neck shape and scale length of the Martin 00-28 have also been refined over the years to
provide a comfortable playing experience. The guitar's shorter scale length makes it easier to
play than some of Martin's larger models, while the neck shape and fretboard are designed for
easy and comfortable fingerpicking, making it ideal for folk and blues styles.

In addition to its excellent sound and playability, the Martin 00-28 is also known for its elegant
design. The guitar features a traditional dovetail neck joint and scalloped X-bracing, which
contribute to its superior sound quality and resonance. The guitar also features a hand-fit
dovetail neck joint, which provides added stability and sustain.

Overall, the Martin 00-28 is a well-designed and versatile acoustic guitar that has stood the test
of time. Its high-quality construction, exceptional sound quality, and comfortable playing
experience make it an excellent choice for musicians of all levels.

 

Sound Quality

The sound quality of the Martin 00-28 is one of its most notable features, often praised by
guitarists and enthusiasts alike. This guitar produces a warm and balanced sound, making it a
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popular choice for a wide range of playing styles. Whether you're strumming chords,
fingerpicking, or playing lead lines, the 00-28 can handle it all.

One of the key factors that contribute to the Martin 00-28's exceptional sound quality is its solid
spruce top. This high-quality wood is known for its clarity and responsiveness, producing a
bright and articulate tone with plenty of projection. Additionally, the solid East Indian rosewood
back and sides provide warmth and depth to the sound, creating a well-balanced and complex
tone.

The Martin 00-28's midrange frequencies are particularly well-defined, making it ideal for solo
and lead playing. Its smaller body size also contributes to the guitar's overall balance, allowing
for greater clarity and definition of individual notes and chords. The guitar's sound is also
characterized by a full and rich low end, which is particularly impressive considering its smaller
size.

Overall, the Martin 00-28's sound quality is truly exceptional, making it a top choice for
discerning guitarists. Its warm and balanced sound, clarity and responsiveness, and well-
defined midrange frequencies make it a versatile instrument suitable for a wide range of playing
styles. Whether you're a beginner or a seasoned pro, the Martin 00-28 is a guitar that is sure to
impress.

Playability

Playability is an essential factor when it comes to choosing an acoustic guitar, and the Martin
00-28 excels in this area. Its smaller size and shorter scale length make it comfortable to play,
even for those with smaller hands. The guitar's neck shape and fretboard are designed for easy
and comfortable fingerpicking, making it ideal for folk and blues styles.
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The neck of the Martin 00-28 has a modified low oval shape that provides a comfortable grip
and allows for easy finger movement. This neck shape also reduces hand fatigue during long
playing sessions, making it easier to play for extended periods.

Additionally, the guitar's fretboard is made of high-quality ebony wood, which is known for its
durability and smooth texture. The frets are precisely placed and finished, allowing for precise
intonation and easy finger placement.

The Martin 00-28's playability is also enhanced by its smaller body size. The compact design
makes it easy to hold and maneuver, especially when playing in a seated position. The guitar's
smaller size also means that it requires less effort to produce a sound, making it an excellent
choice for beginners or those with weaker hands.

Overall, the Martin 00-28's playability is one of its most attractive features, making it a joy to
play for musicians of all skill levels.

 

Construction and Materials

The Martin 00-28 is built with high-quality materials, making it a durable and reliable instrument.
Its solid spruce top produces a clear and bright sound with a balanced tone, while the solid East
Indian rosewood back and sides add warmth and depth to the overall sound.

The guitar features scalloped X-bracing, a traditional design element that contributes to its
resonance and projection. The bracing also allows for greater control over the guitar's dynamic
range, making it responsive to both light and heavy playing styles.

The Martin 00-28's neck is made of select hardwood and features a modified low oval shape,
providing a comfortable and easy-to-play feel for all players. The fretboard is made of ebony, a
dense and durable wood that resists wear and tear and contributes to the guitar's clear tone.

Another key element of the Martin 00-28's construction is its hand-fit dovetail neck joint. This
joint provides added stability and sustain, allowing for a more consistent and reliable sound over
time. Overall, the high-quality materials and construction of the Martin 00-28 ensure that it will
continue to produce exceptional sound for many years.

 

Price and Availability

The Martin 00-28 is priced higher than some of Martin's more affordable models but is still
considered a good value for its high-quality construction and exceptional sound. The price of the
guitar varies depending on the seller and the year it was made. Newer models tend to be less
expensive, while vintage or rare models can be more expensive.

                               3 / 4



As of 2023, the price of a new Martin 00-28 ranges from around $3,000 to $4,000, depending
on the specific features and design. Some retailers may offer financing options or special
promotions, so it's important to shop around and compare prices before making a purchase.

Used or vintage Martin 00-28 guitars can also be found for lower prices, but it's important to
ensure the guitar is in good condition and authentic before making a purchase. Buying from a
reputable seller, such as a music store or online retailer with good reviews, can help ensure a
safe and secure transaction.

Overall, the Martin 00-28 offers exceptional value for its quality and sound, making it a
worthwhile investment for both amateur and professional musicians alike.

 

In conclusion, the Martin 00-28 is a classic acoustic guitar model with a rich history and
exceptional sound quality. Its warm and balanced tone, clear and articulate sound, and well-
balanced smaller body size make it suitable for a wide range of playing styles. Additionally, its
high-quality construction with solid spruce top and solid East Indian rosewood back and sides
ensure that it will last for many years.

While it is priced higher than some of Martin's more affordable models, it is still considered a
good value for its high-quality construction and exceptional sound. The Martin 00-28 Guitar is
widely available at music stores and online retailers, making it easy to find and purchase.

Whether you are a beginner or a professional musician, the Martin 00-28 Guitar is an excellent
choice for an acoustic guitar. Its comfortable playability and superior sound quality make it a
versatile and reliable instrument for any player. So if you're in the market for a classic acoustic
guitar, the Martin 00-28 is definitely worth considering.
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